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Then, magically, spring again, and rebirthThen, magically, spring again, and rebirth    
of the rolling seasons, the unfailing  of the rolling seasons, the unfailing  
promise of the awakening land.”promise of the awakening land.”
- Ben Logan

““



One swallow does not make a summer, but one 
skein of geese, cleaving the murk of March 
thaw, is the Spring. — Aldo Leopold

I don’t know about you but I’m surely feeling the “murk of March”, 
also known as “mud season” around the Driftless Area – am I 
right? I’m also feeling the murk of continued crises here at home 

and around the world. But with the murk and the mud comes the 
feeling of nature gathering strength as the Earth wakes up. Soon 

we’ll see skunk cabbage poking through the snow, and before we know 
it, it will be time for the healing power of fire on the landscape.

In this newsletter, we are excited to present you with some great stories of the land helping  
people and people helping the land. DALC is honored to help facilitate both, through part-
nerships as big as the Southern Driftless Grasslands, and as small as a neighborhood around 
a Lower Wisconsin River wetland. 

We are also in the midst of updating our strategic plan at a really  
important time. I hope you’ve noticed a theme in our work lately – 
“protecting what we manage and managing what we protect”. For the 
first time in our history, we own and manage over 600 acres of land. 
And while we continue to receive calls from landowners who want to 
protect their land from development, we are also hearing more and 
more from landowners who want to protect their land from neglect. 
In the words of Robin Wall Kimmerer, “The natural world relies on us to do good things.” A 
major focus of our work is ensuring that DALC is caring for the land and helping it heal, and 
empowering landowners to do the same.

And of course, we want to ensure we are serving our whole community, people and land  
together, in the midst of the climate crisis. In other words, we are planning within a frame-
work of justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion, as well as climate. It’s a tall order, but we 
have the tools to do it. Like nature, we will continue to adapt, heal, and find new life – as 
long as we remain a part of our bright and resilient community. 

Jennifer Filipiak 
Executive Director 
jennifer@driftlessconservancy.org
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“protecting what 
we manage and 
managing what 
we protect” 

Interested in 

protecting 

your land? Give 

us a call at 

608.930.3252 

for a confidential 

discussion.

Since 2016, our DALC community has provided tireless support in the battle to stop construction of the Cardinal- 
Hickory Creek (CHC) transmission line across 100 miles of the Driftless. Now, your passion and activism are paying off! 

In January, federal judge William Conley ruled that the CHC project cannot violate the integrity of the Upper Mis-
sissippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge by erecting new towers and transmission lines across it. This route 
across the refuge is the only one approved by Wisconsin’s Public Service Commission (PSC). The ruling invalidates 
this route, leaving the developers no approved way to join the Iowa and Wisconsin segments of the project. 

How this new development will ultimately be resolved remains in the hands of the court, but it’s a tremendous victory! 
And it wouldn’t have been possible without your donations, activism, and support. Thank you for your dedication in 
protecting our precious Driftless Area! 

An additional appeal by DALC and others is ongoing in the Dane County Circuit 
Court. This appeal concerns numerous irregularities in how the formal CHC review 
and approval process was conducted. It also addresses inappropriate private com-
munications by one of the PSC commissioners with CHC developers during the 
review process. 

Land trusts don’t typically take sides in utility expansion projects. But, in 2016, 
DALC learned that CHC would likely threaten several conservation easements we 
are legally bound to protect. Moreover, as additional details about the project un-
folded, it became clear that CHC is an unnecessary threat to the overall culture, 
character, and environmental integrity of the unique Driftless Area. DALC was 
moved to challenge the project. 

Our vision for a secure energy future utilizes local, diverse, renewable energy generation and storage technology 
combined with greater energy efficiency. This model minimizes environmental impacts, builds local economies, and 
preserves the culture and landscape of our beautiful Driftless Area. We’re grateful for your support in helping create 
that clean energy future. 

-Chuck Tennessen (charles@driftlessconservancy.org)

Follow the details of this process as they unfold at www.driftlessconservancy.org/latestnewsonCHC, or DALC’s Facebook 
and Instagram pages.

MOMENTUM IS BUILDING 
FOR TRANSMISSION LINE 
OPPOSITION!

Driftless Area Land Conservancy
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 • Created a Director of Conservation Programs position  
  to focus on land stewardship. All four of our nature  
  preserves now have updated management plans 
  and an increasing number of volunteers to help care  
  for them.

 • Revitalized our volunteer base, with 66 volunteers 
  providing nearly 750 recorded hours of service in 
  2021, bolstered by two six-person WisCorps crews. 
  They controlled invasive species, carried out two 
  large prescribed burns, removed fences, built trails, 
  and catalogued a huge diversity of flora and fauna. 
  Thank you to everyone who helped do this vital 
  work in 2021! 

 • Applied for accreditation renewal. Accreditation by 
  the national Land Trust Alliance shows that DALC 
  meets the highest standards of excellence, trust, 
  and permanence. Renewal comes due every five 
  years, and DALC’s application is currently halfway 
  through the nearly year-long review process. Every 
  step of renewal is intensely detailed, and we commend 
  our Operations Manager, Natasha Rank, for leading 
  us through it! 

 • Added four new board members. Jordy Jordahl, 
  Yasi Rezai, Peter Vanderloo, and Tim Connor have 
  brought a wealth of knowledge about land restoration, 
  public policy, and local communities to DALC, and 
  contributed so much to our work in their first year. 
  Thank you!

Lowery Creek Watershed Initiative
 • Collected our third year of stream monitoring data, 
  which contributed to elevating Lowery Creek to a 
  Class I trout stream. This stream has a healthy 
  “heritage population” of native brook trout.

 • Brought back the popular Evenings Afield series, 
  educating community members on topics like 
  monitoring water quality, regenerative fruit production, 
  and installing solar panels.

 • Completed an online mapping tool of the watershed   
  with 22 layers of data.

Iowa County CLEA-N (Clean Local Energy Alliance – Now)
 • Completed an energy efficient lightbulb exchange, 
  distributing 750 bulbs to 1100 households, which 
  will save an estimated $550,000 of electrical costs 
  and reduce carbon dioxide emissions by nearly 200 
  metric tons annually. 

 • Partnered with a local solar contractor for a “solar 
  group buy,” with a goal of adding solar to at least 
  fifty homes and businesses. The group buy makes 
  solar energy more accessible by reducing the cost 
  and streamlining paperwork.

Driftless Area Land Conservancy WINTER/SPRING 2022

 • Completed the first segment of the Driftless Trail, a 
  mile-long out-and-back trail that takes you from a  
  spectacular vista, down a wooded valley and around 
  a rocky pine relict to a spring-fed stream. We are set  
  for making great progress on the ground in 2022! 
  Find more details on page 8.

 • Achieved our fundraising goals to acquire Ringelstetter
  Wetland. Located on the Lower Wisconsin River, 
  recognized to be a wetland complex of international  
  importance, it provides world-class wildlife habitat. 
  Read the full history of this incredible project on 
  pages 6-7.

 • Held ongoing JEDI conversations. Staff explored 
  issues around justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion 
  in preparation for a deeper commitment to JEDI 
  work as we enter our next strategic plan.

 • Accepted a major gift. We were honored to receive 
  a $100,000 gift from Don Nelson, the uncle of 
  Community Conservation Specialist Barb Barzen. 
  A longtime conservationist in his hometown of 
  Northfield, MN, hearing DALC’s mission statement 
  instantly touched Don’s heart. Read the full story of 
  Don’s gift in our previous newsletter, available at 
  www.driftlessconservancy.org/newsletter

- Emilee Martell (emilee@driftlessconservancy.org)

Southern Driftless Grasslands
 • Worked with landowners to improve over 1,000  
  acres of grassland habitat.

 • Displayed the Celebrate Grasslands! exhibit on 
  grassland birds at six local libraries. 

 • Created a video highlighting conservation practices 
  adopted by grassland managers and landowners to 
  enhance habitat.

Transmission Line Opposition
 • Supported by our law partners at ELPC, DALC pursued 
  cases against ATC and received encouraging signs,  
  as judges agreed that conservation groups are likely 
  to prevail on the merits of the case.

 • Opponents of ATC worked hard throughout the year 
  to make their voices heard by attending hearings, 
  contacting elected officials, putting up signs, and 
  attending a vehicle protest parade in November.

 • In early 2022, our efforts were rewarded when a 
  judge blocked the Transmission Line from crossing  
  the Mississippi River. Find the full story on page 2. 

PARTNERSHIPS AND COMMUNITY RESOURCES
In 2021 DALC strengthened our many partnerships, despite pandemic-related challenges, and celebrated many 
accomplishments, including:
  

LAND CONSERVATION AND STEWARDSHIP
To fulfill our commitment to “protect what we manage and manage what we protect,” DALC: 

ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY
As we continue to grow to support the conservation needs of our community, DALC: 
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YOUR SUPPORT MAKES GREAT 
THINGS HAPPEN
What a year! In spite of many ongoing challenges, your steadfast support and  
passion for the Driftless meant that DALC was able to accomplish incredible things 
in 2021. Join us in celebrating the highlights!

We couldn’t have done any of this without YOU! Being a part of the DALC  
community means that you make a real difference to the Driftless region we all 
love, celebrate, and rely on. We can’t thank you enough!

Emilee Martell Emilee Martell

Barb Barzen

Dick Cates



When friends and neighbors of Jim and Trish Ringelstetter  
gather this year to celebrate the addition of their  
exceptional wetland to the Lower Wisconsin State  
Riverway, Driftless Area Land Conservancy will be hon-
ored to be there. Many stars had to align to make this 
happen, and we are thrilled to have played an important 
role in this remarkable story. 

The Ringelstetter property, a 480-acre farm that Jim grew 
up on and retired to, is six miles east of Spring Green, split 
by Highway 60. On the north side of the road sits the 
farmhouse and a long valley of farmland surrounded by 
wooded hills. South of the road lies 154 acres of grass-
es, cattail marsh, and willows that ring an open-water 
wetland. Bald eagles, trumpeter swans, sandhill cranes, 
hordes of swamp sparrows, waterfowl galore, otters, and 
beavers are among its residents.

Neighbor Jill Metcoff describes the Ringelstetters as 
“stewards of the marsh,” who love the land and loved 
sharing it with their community, especially duck hunters. 
“There’s a generosity of spirit,” Jill says, “extended to the 
marsh and to its neighbors.” 

But eventually, it was time for the couple to pare down, 
so they put the farm up for sale. After two years, a newly 
formed LLC offered to buy the property. They said they 
intended to develop a shooting range, but provided no 
details. Jim signed a purchase agreement, thinking it 
would be a “normal” shooting range. To re-zone the prop-
erty, the LLC was required to notify adjacent neighbors of 
their plan. It included a mile-long Long Distance Range for 
high-capacity rifles, an event venue, retail space, parking  
for 100 cars, and a second shorter shooting range. 

Word spread fast. Neighbors immediately organized and 
began to research Long Distance Ranges. The noise levels  
and increased traffic were of great concern to nearby 
residents. They made their case to the town planning  
commission that Long Distance Ranges are fine for remote  

One goal of the Southern Driftless Grasslands (SDG) 
partnership is to support landowners in managing their 
land. We’ve been able to leverage landowner investments 
with contributions from the wider community to grow the  
protection of our grasslands and the creatures that rely on 
them. In housing the SDG partnership, DALC has helped 
funnel nearly $130,000 into our region in just two years.

Wisconsin DNR Turkey and Pheasant Stamp Funding 
supports the restoration and management of critical 
habitat for Wisconsin’s wildlife. In addition to benefiting 
pheasants and turkeys, stamp-funded projects can also 
improve soil and water quality, preserve open grasslands, 
and help control invasive species. Funding for 2021-2022: 
$73,921

The Wisconsin Pollinator Protection Fund is adminis-
tered by the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin.  
Established by anonymous donors to support native  
pollinator conservation in our state, this funding will be 

Just as a diversity of species makes habitat flourish, a diversity of donors was key to the success of our Ringelstetter 
Wetland campaign. From Muscoda to Milwaukee, Canada to California, you stepped up with generous gifts and messages 
of support. 

We especially appreciate everyone who participated in Giving Tuesday 2021 to help us reach our goal. On November 30th, 
with only five thousand dollars standing between us and the permanent protection of this amazing wetland, you answered 
the call! A full one-third of our Giving Tuesday contributions came from new donors, and multiple people who had already 
given in 2021 returned to make a special gift. When the clock neared midnight and we were still a thousand dollars away, 
even more donors stepped up!

You got us across the finish line, and gave DALC the resources we needed to conserve this special place. Forever begins 
now for Ringelstetter Wetland: forever protected, forever open to the public, and forever a part of the Driftless ecosystem 
– thanks to you!

WINTER/SPRING 2022

areas, but not here. Its presence would jeopardize the 
family farms, rural lifestyle, tourism, river-based recre-
ation, and aesthetics that are the lifeblood of this area. 
The town board did not approve the LLC’s proposal.

Amid this opposition campaign, the nonprofit Savanna  
Institute became interested in purchasing the northern 327 
acres of the property for their agro-forestry operations.  
After the LLC’s offer expired, the Ringelstetters sold that 
portion of the property to the Savanna Institute. 

That occurred in November 2020, and the wetland was 
still for sale. Since it is surrounded by state-owned land, 
all agreed it should become part of the Riverway. But the 
DNR had no funds to purchase it. 

Savvy neighbors understood that the local land trust and 
the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund can help make 
this happen. In situations like this, the land trust applies 
for a Stewardship grant, raises the required 1:1 match, and 
pools it all to acquire the property. In many cases, like this 
one, the land trust then donates the property to the state. 

When neighbors contacted Jen with this plan, she  
responded that this is exactly the role DALC should play 
in protecting ecological gems like this one. Generous  
donations provided by local supporters, The Nature 
Conservancy, and Ducks Unlimited made up most of the 
$183,000 match. Giving Tuesday donors got us the rest 
of the way (see top of next page). By December 2021, we 
achieved our goal! 

Just as we preach “the right practice in the right place” 
when it comes to farming, we believe the same is true for 
outdoor recreation. DALC is honored to take the grass-
roots energy that re-directed a Long Distance Range 
to a more appropriate location, and help channel it into  
permanent protection for and public access to this very 
special wetland. 

- Barb Barzen (barb@driftlessconservancy.org)

used to enhance pollinator habitat on private lands near 12 
state-owned properties in southwest Wisconsin. Funding 
for 2021-2022: $25,000

SDG is working with the US Fish and Wildlife Service to 
leverage their Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program, 
which helps private landowners with voluntary habitat 
conservation. All landowners interested in restoring wild-
life habitat are eligible to participate, and these projects 
have a minimum duration of 10 years. Funding for 2021-
2022: $30,000

If you’re a landowner or know a landowner that could use 
some funding assistance for their conservation practices, 
please reach out to SDG through our website: Driftless-
Grasslands.org 

Thank you for your commitment to restoring and managing  
the grasslands and savannas of Southwest Wisconsin!

- Jenn Simons (jsimons@driftlessconservancy.org)
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RICHLY DIVERSE WETLAND SET 
TO BE CONSERVED FOREVER 

SUPPORTING OUR PRIVATE 
LANDOWNERS

THANK YOU FOR PROTECTING 
RINGELSTETTER!

Pheasants Forever Wisconsin Farm Bill Biologist Britta and SDG’s 
Project Manager Jenn with Fred Borsdorf in Lancaster, WI. 

Emilee MartellBarb Barzen

Jenn Simons Jenn Simons



Driftless Area Land Conservancy

An exciting year for the Driftless Trail 
is shaping up, starting with an April 
30th trail construction workshop 
with Willie Bittner of Great Lakes 
Trailbuilders. The full-day work-
shop is a great introduction to trail  
design, tools, construction, and 
maintenance. Participants will build 
part of the Knobs Road Trail, opening 
in late summer. This trail is a 3.8-mile 
loop through an orchard, pasture, 
woods, prairie, streambanks, and a 
long ridge where you’ll see interesting  
regenerative farming and stunning 
views. 

We’re also excited to partner with 
the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation, 
Taliesin Preservation, and House on 
the Rock Resort to develop three 
new Driftless Trail segments this year: 
a link connecting Tower Hill State 

Park to the Taliesin Visitor Center, to 
be shared with road and mountain 
bikes; a loop extending the currently 
open Welsh Hills Trail to the ridge-
top, with expansive vistas; and a spur 
trail to Phoebe Point, featuring newly 
restored savanna and beautiful views 
of the Wisconsin River.

It will “take a village” to create this 
exciting resource for ALL to use. Your 
donations, talents, photos, and feed-
back will be welcomed resources  
as we build this trail over the coming 
years.

Visit the “Driftless Trail” and “Events” 
pages on our website, www.driftless-
conservancy.org, for details.

- Barb Barzen 
 (barb@driftlessconservancy.org)

 

DALC’S NEW PRESIDENT HELPS  
SECURE GENEROUS GIFT  
FROM LOCAL SMALL BUSINESS
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AN AMBITIOUS YEAR AHEAD FOR 
THE DRIFTLESS TRAIL 

Wanting to give back in 
appreciation for two de-
cades of success, owner 
John Scherer and the 
team at Trinity Financial 
Planning asked clients 
to nominate charities to 
receive one of twenty 
$1,000 donations.

Dale and Doris Moody 
nominated Driftless 
Area Land Conservancy, 

which was subsequently selected as one of the recipients.

“We are grateful for the support we have received as 
we’ve grown Trinity over the past twenty years and are 
excited to pay it forward. It is a privilege to partner with 
Dale and Doris Moody to help the Driftless Area Land 
Conservancy do good things in southwestern Wisconsin,”  
said Scherer.

DALC is thrilled by this gift from Trinity Financial Planning,  
and grateful to Dale and Doris for nominating us. It’s 
only the latest in their long history of generosity and 
service to conservation. 

Educating new hunters, restoring land, and serving as 
Iowa County coordinators for the Bluebird Restoration 
Association of Wisconsin are just a few of the ways Dale 
and Doris care for the Driftless. Dale and Doris have 
been DALC supporters since 2011. Dale was born and 
raised in the Driftless, and went to college in Platteville. 
He has been on the board for more than a decade and 
has just taken the helm as our new board president. 
Read his first President’s Message on page 10.

“Conservation is very important and land trusts, like 
Driftless Area Land Conservancy, are one of the few 
ways that permanent land protection can be accom-
plished,” Dale says. “If we are not good stewards of 
the land, quality landscapes may not be here for future 
generations.”

WHAT I LOVE ABOUT 
WHERE I LIVE, DRIFTLESS 
REGION
The missing glacial remains, making its name sound

as if it is unshackled; unanchored; unconstrained.

Rounded hills with their straight-lined limestone hearts.

I pretend they are mountains.

Waters seeping from every crevice—clean, constant,

comforting as it sings, threading its way

to the Mississippi River.

All of the bright-green growing world rich in wild foods

to feed a pemmican heart with blackcaps and hickory nuts,

and wild apples from trees planted by deer.

Alphabet-lettered county highways passing

former dairy farms and the crossroads where

cheese factories once stood.

Golden gravel township roads that sing to my child-heart

of Yellow Brick Road; handcrafted houses nestled

against hills with their dreams, so innocent.

The librarian in Solar Town whose two-story palace

contains a coffee maker and glass elevator,

and she’ll take you on a ride to the second floor.

The mail carrier, who still tethers each of us

to one another, weaving a township

from which most of the people have departed.

The snows, when they come, deep and thick to receive

my wooden skis; maple sap in buckets shining blue,

and on a clear winter day, the blue flames

from each step in snow; redwings and peepers in March;

snap peas in June straight from the vine; barn swallows

swerving in July; sandhill cranes passing through;

goldfinch and chickadee song all year, but especially

the way the light angles between these creek-carved hills,

each day of each year of all the decades I have lived here.

Writer, naturalist, farmer, and mother, Catherine Young lives on a sustainable  
farm supporting a Driftless trout stream. This poem is from her poetry  
collection Geosmin, centered on the Driftless bioregion, and available from 
Water’s Edge Press (www.watersedgepress.com). More about Catherine 
at www.catherineyoungwriter.com.
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THE DRIFTLESS  
LEGACY SOCIETY
There are few places in the world as unique as the Driftless Area of Southwest 
Wisconsin. That is why protecting its critical habitat and beautiful spaces is vitally  
important. We gratefully thank our Driftless Legacy Society members for their  
commitment to this distinctive landscape. By including DALC in your estate plan, 
you too can protect and care for the land you love for generations to come.

If you have an interest in joining our Legacy Society please let us know by contacting  
us at (608) 930-3252 or email info@driftlessconservancy.org. We value such a pro-
found commitment to our mission and would appreciate the opportunity to thank 
you in your lifetime.

Thanks to you, and to those who treasure these lands, the future looks brighter.

DRIFTLESS LEGACY 
SOCIETY MEMBERS 

Anne Bachner

Helen Boley

David Kopitzke & 
Paul Klawiter

Lisa Luedtke

Ted Ross

Roland Sardeson  

Ellyn Satter

Mary Trewartha 

Susan Trudell

Marta Voytovich &  
Laurie Gauper

Doug White

First, I would like to express a 
HUGE THANK YOU to current 

and past Board and staff, and 
all the members and do-
nors that have helped make 
DALC over the past 21 years 
what it is today. It has been 
very hard to not be able to 
come together as a commu-

nity over the last couple of 
years. I hope that this year, we 

will be able to spend more time 
with each other again. 

In the meantime, seeing our 2021 highlights makes me 
reflect on all that DALC has accomplished in its 21-year 
history. We have grown so much in impact and capac-
ity. Today, DALC has:

 • Protected nearly 8,000 acres through nearly 50  
  conservation easements.

 • Come to own 4 nature preserves that are   
  open for all to enjoy the scenic outdoors.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
 • Grown from an all-volunteer organization to 8 staff.
 • Launched the Driftless Trail—with much more to   
  come (see page 8).

 • Successfully raised funding to purchase the 
  Ringelstetter Wetland and add it to the Lower 
  Wisconsin State Riverway (see pages 6-7).

 • Defended the Mississippi River from the CHC 
  transmission line, with a strong plan in place to 
  continue the fight (see page 3).

It is indeed an honor to have been selected to help 
lead this organization. Being born in Dodgeville and 
growing up on farms in LaFayette County, I did not ap-
preciate at a young age what a special place the Drift-
less Area is. Then, over 30 years ago, my brother and 
I bought land near Belmont, followed two years later 
with land near Muscoda, and I began to understand 
the unique values of the Driftless. I do appreciate now 
what a special place we have here. Thank you for your 
continued support in helping protect it.

Sincerely, 
Dale

In January, DALC started an exciting process: investing in a new 
strategic plan. We are using the Conservation Standards, a five-
step process designed to build a robust framework for adaptive 
conservation planning. It is used in planning efforts throughout 
the global conservation community. 

Throughout this process, we’re excited to have the guidance 
of Arlyne Johnson, a Senior Project Advisor with Foundations 
of Success, the Conservation Standards’ parent organization. 
Arlyne also teaches the Conservation Standards to graduate 
students at UW-Madison.

We’re also grateful to have up-to-date resources to consult in this planning effort. In 2021, our very own Natural 
Resources Foundation of Wisconsin (NRF) convened a team of experts to assess the current condition of at-risk 
natural communities in the Wisconsin Driftless region. The team included representatives of state and local land 
trusts in the region. DALC is proud to have had a seat at the table. 

In 2020, DALC staff worked with a graduate student to get through Step 1 of the 
Conservation Standards. Now, with the information from the NRF plan in hand, DALC 
is back at it. In January, DALC worked with a team of regional ecologists to start 
identifying strategies for protecting conservation targets, especially in the context of 
the climate crisis. Once the strategic plan is complete, all facets of DALC’s work will 
be tied to specific goals and targets for success.

At a time when so much is at stake, being strategic matters. We’re excited for what’s to come, and look forward to 
sharing the results of our efforts as they evolve. 

- Cindy Becker (cindy@driftlessconservancy.org)

STRATEGIC PLANNING FOR A 
BRIGHTER DRIFTLESS FUTURE

Driftless Area Land Conservancy

“At a time when so 
much is at stake, being 
strategic matters” 

Emily Benz
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Our mission is to maintain and enhance the health, diversity and beauty of Southwest Wisconsin’s 
natural and agricultural landscape through permanent land protection and restoration, and improve 
people’s lives by connecting them to the land and to each other.

UPCOMING EVENTS www.driftlessconservancy.org

DON’T MISS OUT ON ANY OF OUR DRIFTLESS EVENTS THIS YEAR!  
Sign up for our monthly eNews and get the latest on local conservation news, programs and volunteer opportunities. This free email will come 
just once a month along with any other special messages. Visit www.driftlessconservancy.org to sign up today. And, find us on Facebook and 
Instagram for more news and links to important work happening across the region. 

TRAIL CONSTRUCTION WORKSHOP
April 30 | All day | Spring Green
Willie Bittner, owner of Great Lakes Trailbuilders, will bring his more than 20 years of trail-
building experience to this workshop. Participants will practice building and improving a hiking 
trail at a private property, using hand tools only. Limited to 12 people for the best and safest 
learning experience. Registration is available online.

BIRDING HIKES
May 14, 21, 28 | 6-8am or 8-10am | DALC nature preserves  
and Driftless Trail
Go birding with Driftless experts on protected land during the height of the spring migration! 
Please check our website for more details. 

EVENINGS AFIELD 
Once monthly | 6-8pm | Lowery Creek watershed
History, horticulture, healthy soils, and more—come learn with peers and experts during Evenings Afield. The focus is the Lowery Creek 
watershed, but all are welcome. Monthly topics and locations can be found on our website.

SARDESON DAY 
June 1 | Mineral Point
Gather to celebrate the life of Roland Sardeson with his beloved Mineral Point community, and honor his incredible donation of DALC’s 
Sardeson Preserve. Please check our website for more details.

E V E N T S :  D R I F T L E S S CO N S E R VA N C Y. O R G / E V E N T S 
C A L L :  6 0 8 . 9 3 0 . 3 2 5 2

FAC E B O O K . CO M / D R I F T L E S S CO N S E R VA N C Y
@ D R I F T L E S S _ DA LC

A note on Covid safety: The majority of our events will take place outdoors. We will continue to monitor the Covid situation and 
follow local and national guidance. If we have to cancel, we will provide 5 days notice. 

Updates, registration and more details online at driftlessconservancy.org/events
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